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Throughout Tasmania several mainland wattles are silently on the move, especially in our coastal
areas. The trouble is that not many of us know how to recognise weedy mainland acacias. With
this in mind we held a Wattle ID Day on Friday 26" September, which was attended by 20 people
from community groups, botanic gardens and council staff. The event was co-sponsored by the
Southern Tasmanian Weed Strategy and the Tasmanian Weed Society.

Alan Gray, local Acacia expert from the Tasmanian Herbarium, was our teacher, ably assisted by
Matt Baker Weed Taxonomist. The morning was spent in the lab listening to a wide variety of
information, looking at numerous live and herbarium specimens and working our way through
AlanOsAcacia key, whilst the afternoon was spent out in the field putting our newly learnt skills into
action.

Alan told us the origin of the name wattle, which comes from the english Owattle and daub®
technique of making internal walls in houses by lining them with saplings that were originally
willows. When the English settled in Tasmania there were no willows, unlike today, so they used
local acacias instead. From then on these plants were known as OwattlesO.

We also learnt that Tasmanian has three types of wattles - the OleatheriesO, OfeatheriesO and
OprickliesO. We have over 21 native wattles, including 5 endemic to the staté(riceana, A
derwentiana, A axillaris, A pataczekii and A mucronata subsp. dependens), whilst 5 are listed as
threatened species (A axillaris, A pataczekii, A siculiformis, A ulicifolia, A uncifolia). Probably or
know to be weedy wattles in Tasmania include A pravissima, A paradoxa, A decurrens, A
pycnantha, A floribunda, A longifolia, A howittii and A baileyana.

Our first stop was the Winifred Curtis Reserve on the eastern shore. Here we saw A. pravissima
(Ovens wattle) invading native vegetation after fire. Next we went to a vacant block of inland heath
at Kingston to look at both native and introduced wattles, as well as an interesting mix of
naturalised grevilleas! From here we looked at some roadside acacia plantings and finally did a
drive-by with Alan naming as many wattles as he could from the comfort of the bus.

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the day and learnt a great deal about all things Owattle®. We would
like to thank both Alan and Matt for their expansive knowledge and enthusiasm.
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Alan Gray explaining the wattles at Kingston.



